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and justice and that this is within legal norms – in line with

a long sarcastic poem in Gazeta Wyborcza about the new

the growing populist zeitgeist across Europe.
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late one night as my German friend, Fred, who lives with his
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poet, expressed his dissent by signing a letter protesting the

PiS’s methods are denounced as traitors, he said, while

dismissal of Grzegorz Gauden, director of the famous and

others keep their heads down. Meanwhile, the careerists, to

influential Book Institute, which has been promoting the best
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contemporary Polish literature all around the globe. The new
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director has already promised to promote the classics of the
19th century, which is both anachronistic and a major setback.
The Polish art scene has always been very cosmopolitan.

This is the Poland that Czesław Miłosz warned of in his
powerful 1953 denunciation of Stalinism, The Captive Mind.
‘When people are divided into “loyalists” and “criminals”,’
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for them to decide whether what they have now is what
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And it remains to be seen how active the art scene can
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ast October, Polish voters ousted a two-term liberal-
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old constitutional law professor in Krakow.

‘Good change’ is coming.

for being arrogant, technocratic and obsessed with
power and little else.

Shrugging off that criticism, PiS passed a new bill changing
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Hoping for something better, voters handed a
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With a two-pronged strategy – nationalist value

On a cultural level, this new government switched from
promoting modernity, pluralism and tolerance to old-

what’s really going on in Poland, but also in Europe, and I

conservative and left-wing social policy – it appealed to

fashioned and reactionary ideas. An open-minded approach,

never forget about the bigger picture. Especially because the
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all sectors of society in securing an absolute majority

both to the contemporary world and to Poland’s difficult

so-called “good change” is not only about Poland: I guess

and nowhere can it be abandoned

in parliament. Combined with the newly appointed PiS

historical heritage (including the painful traumas from

Donald Trump’s voters would agree with PiS party voters in

president months earlier, the new administration got
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of view that is based on traditional values and concentrates
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on Catholicism and chauvinism. Most people I spoke to said
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even in the heart of another city

that it feels ‘as oppressive as in the old communist times.’

learn to be more tolerant and helpful as human beings, and

The first opportunity was handed to it by the outgoing
Civic Platform (PO) government which, sensing its days
were numbered, made five judicial appointments to Poland’s

Many famous artists didn’t hesitate to pronounce

powerful constitutional tribunal – two of which were later

themselves against this new government. Even if the

found to be illegal.

PiS party controls the national media, there are private

Instead of appointing the other three and two new
candidates, President Andrzej Duda swore in five new judges
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not to be more aggressive and chauvinist: I would hate to

even then think about me

live in a world like that…’

though I am not to be found

PiS critics argue that since Poland’s ruling party came to

television channels, the leading newspaper, Gazeta Wyborcza

power, it has adopted methods that are neither lawful nor

and, of course, not to forget the increasing role of social

just. PiS says it has been handed a mandate to redefine law

on any map
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