Literary Landscapes
Literary Landscapes is a monthly column by Indra Wussow,
a writer, translator and director of the Sylt Foundation.
The plight of migrants and refugees is a much-discussed topic worldwide at present; not
only in the arts, such as in Mike van Graan’s acclaimed new play, When Swallows Cry. While
the tensions and clashes inherent in migration are more relevant now than ever, these are
not new issues. The psychological and emotional effects of leaving behind a home, and the
sense of identity and community linked to it, during desperate times can last for decades. In
Chile, Indra Wussow finds people still desperately dealing with the aftermath.
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It is still not fully known how this low-ranking youth
welfare worker and preacher managed to form such close
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